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Prov. xxil. 6. Train up a child in the way he ſhould go ; and, 
when he is old, he will not depart from it: 


EccL. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days came not. 


| Dax. xii. 3. Aud they that be wiſe, (Marg. Teachers) fait 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; and they that turn 


many to righteouſneſs, as the fars for ever and ever, 


Een, vi. 4. —— Bring them up in the nutture ow admoni- 
tion the Lord. 
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TEACHERS or YOUTH 


IN Town and CouN TRT. 


Whether Ma STERS of Parochial, Charity, or 


Private Schools. 
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GENTLEMEN, 


LTHovcH your ſtation does not lead you to 

fit with the great and the noble of the land, 
yet kind Providence hath diſtinguiſhed you 
from the meaner rank of your fellow. creatures: 


And though ſeveral of you are deſcended from 


families of reſpe&, yet, I know, that many of you 
4 came of thoſe which ſome call a mean extraction 
(though originally of the ſame blood with princes, 
Acts xvii. 26.) and poſſibly came through many 
difficulties in the courſe of your education; which 
is ſo far from being a diſparagement to you, that 
it may be the, matter of a ſong to you, when 
others boaſt of their high pedigree and paternal 
eſtates. ' | 
But, firs, I hope you will not ſay with proud 


Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. iv. 30. that your extra- 


ordinary ee, your wiſdom and foreſight made 
you ſo diſtinguiſhed from the poor ignorant rabble; 


nay, they are this day at the plough and the flail, 
7 2 Wee on who 
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who have at leaſt the ſame genius with you, though 
Providence denied them what was given to you.— 


It is not ſaid, that David by his valour and wiſdom | 


came from the ſneep- cote to the throne; but, 
«£ Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, I took thee from 
e the ſheep - cote, from following the ſheep, to be 
“ ruler over my people lſrael,”” 2 Sam. vii. 8. 

But though you are not dignified to be princes 
and nobles: (which is indeed a greater bleſſing to 
you than you readily advert to;) yet you live in a 
happy medium between the temptations of the 
great, and the reproach and contempt of the mean, 
with a competency of the good things of this life. 
You are, upon proper occaſions, made companions 


to gentlemen and miniſters, admitted to their table 


and company, when poſſibly your parents and elder 
brethren would be ſhut out. But, above all this, 
you are honoured in a ſtation, where the ſtateſman, 
the miniſter; and the teacher come firſt under 
your tuition, in order to lay a ſure foundation of 
knowledge, to qualify them for their different 


ſtations; and though the foundation-ſtones be 


rough and unhewn, yet they are the baſis and 
ſecurity of the ſuperſtructure, and an error in the 
firſt concoction is dangerous. 

Well then, firs, what ſhaji be 2 to honour 
him who thus diſtinguiſhed you? Surely,“ every 
good and perfect gift cometh from above.” 

James 111. 17. But theſe run in a different channel 
to the children of men; and they, to whom they 
come in a covenant-way, I'am perſuaded will fee 
ſome peculiarity in their lot, be of what ſort it will; 


and all the requital they can return for ſuch mercies 


is, to be ſolicitous about ſuch queſtions as theſe, 
<< What ſhall I render-/unto the Lord?” &c. Pal. 
SI 12. 56 Lord, what wilt thou baye me to 
. do! ? Ads. ix. 6 6. Pal. CXIX. 556 6. 


* 


And now, gentlemen, here is a noble opportunity | 
in your power to glorify and honour your Benefactor, 


whilſt you have the hope of the ſucceeding genera- 


tion under your care, not only to train them up 


in literature, (which I hope, is done by you to 
good perfection, ) but alſo, and eſpecially, in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord; for the one 
ſhould be done, and the other not undone, Matth. 
xxiii. 23. . e 

For, although the knowledge of arts and ſciences 
be very pleaſant to the poſſeſſors of it, and very 
profitable for ſocieties, yet, alas! what comfort can 
all human knowledge give to thoſe who are ignorant 
of God at a dying hour ? | ©: OY 


” 


- The moſt part of ſcholars, after they leave the 


ſchool, lanch out for ſome employment or other in 


the world; and though ſeveral of them go to 


univerſities, yet, if early inſtruction be neglected, 
they, and poſſibly others, may ſuffer for this neglect 
afterwards, unleſs an extraordinary caſt of free 
grace prevent it. 5 

And if of ſuch as periſh for lack of knowledge, 
children ſhall cry curſes upon parents, ſervants 
upon maſters, flocks upon miniſters, and people 
upon rulers, judges, and governors, who neglected 
their reſpective duties: Surely negligent ſchool- 
maſters will not eſcape the ſame woe. 

' O! how lamentable is it this day, to ſee ſo many 
pretty youths, eſpecially at ſome parochial ſchools, 
whenever they come out of the very place of learn- 
ing virtue, curſe, ſwear, profane the Sabbath, &c. 
Like the wild aſs's colt, —ſnuffing up the wind 
* at their pleaſure.” Perhaps the manifold griev- 
ances under which theſe lands mourn this day, 


are aware of. 
Let the negleQers of this important duty of 
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proceed from this very neglect, more than ſome 


inſtructing the young ones committed to their care, 
| | think 
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13 4 
think ſeriouſly what may be the conſequence, as 


they would give up their accounts with joy and not 
with grief, at the awful bar of the tremendous 


Judge, where no ſham excuſe will be ſuſtained. 


On the other hand, I can aſſure you, that beſides 
the regard you ſhould have to that paſſage, Dan. 
xii. 3. (where I find them that be wiſe, are called 
on the margin, Teachers,) you will find a 
conſcientious performance of this duty greatly for 
the edification and comfort of your own fouls in 
time. EE 

Upon the whole, that the Lord may incline your 
hearts, and ſtrengthen you to make conſcience of 


this ſweet and neceſſary duty of inſtructing young 


ones in the way of the Lord, is the earneſt prayer 
of your real friend, in fo far as you ſhall * o 
betriend yourſelves, in leading the blind in a way 
which they know not. 
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"| ne the ſovereign Lord of heaven and earth 
| made man, he had no need of inſtruction, 
for he had the law of God written in his 
heart, with full power to fulfil it ; but, when the 
crown fell from his head by fin, he loſt his know- 
ledge as much as any other good quality, Gen. 
11,8. - But the Lord who had thoughts of love 
from eternity for his people, ſo provided for them, 
in all ages, that none of them periſhed for lack of 
knowledge. 5 IE 
What way the Lord tayght his people in the 
antediluvian ages is a myſtery to us; whether 
by an audible voice, or myſtical impreſſion on 
their underſtanding : but probably, knowledge in 
general was conveyed by oral tradition, a 
an 
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. 
and after the flood, till Moſes was commanded 
5 to commit to writing what the Lord ſaw then 5 
1 fit to reveal of his will. And from this dark f 
4 morning of the infancy of the church, undet the LY 
—_ old teſtament, the light gradually Ipread.  ** Many e 
= & ran to and fro, and knowledge was increaſed,” 0 
if Dan. xii. 4. And when the glorious Redeemer 
| finiſhed the work of our redemption, and aſcended 8 
j up on high, he not only gave apoſtles and prophets, b 
li baut alſo teachers and helps, (1 Cor. xii, 28.) for 8 
| the edifying of his myſtical body the church, and : 
facilitating the work of the miniſtry. Whatever 2 
, is meant by theſe helps, I think three claſſes of | 
wn men cannot be excluded from them, viz. t 
j xſt. Heads of Families of all denominations, who 
ö . ought to be prophets to teach, prieſts to offer h 
| up ſpiritual ſacrifices with and for their families, I 
| and kings to rule and govern them. And the n 
3 eminence in ſtation cannot exempt them 2 
| | rom doing this, or ſeeing it done in their families; I 
| neither will the meanneſs of man's condition excuſe f 
| him from doing what he is 'cominianded to do. I 
| See Deut. vi. 1,—16. And if any be ſo profane a 
as to ſay, they. have no ſtipends for theſe things, 4 
let miniſters look to it: Sure am I, that when ſuch | 
ſhall ſtand before the judgement-ſeat of Clirlſt, cl 
to render an account of their ſtewardſhip, they | Fn 
{ſhall think otherwiſe. . 1 
Adly. Parents who take on ſolemn vows, to * 
bring up their children in the nurture and admoni- 7 
tion of the Lord, Eph. vi. 4. And yet the gene- ke 
-rality think as little on theſe vows as though the = 
had never taken them on; notwithſtanding their vey 
8 N anxiety to get their children baptized. It 1 
has been often a myſtery to me, what theſe take 55 
baptiſm to be: but I leave this to others. Fr 
/ | 3dly. The third claſs I have principally in vie? * 
is, the Teachers of Schools; thefe are, as it were, i. 


fecond 
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„ 
ſecond parents, who may make up, in ſome mea - 
fure, the parents neglect to their children. 
Schools are the proper nutſeries of all literature, - 
arts, and ſciences, . which are very neceſſary to 
qualify men for various ſtations in the world: 
Teachers of ſchools are like the huſbandman 
cultivating and manuring his ground, and ſowing 
his ſeed variouſly, according to the nature of 
each plat of ground, knowing well that the fame 
management which would make one field yield 
much, would quite ſpoil another. | © 
I know that teachers are at much pains to follow 
this laudable method in training up the youth 
committed to their care, in the knowledge of 
human affairs, which is in itſelf truly neceſſary: 
But O! ſhall this be done with the greateſt 
aſſiduity and care, and the knowledge of the 
ever - bleſſed God, and their own ſalvation, be very 
much, if not totally neglected, in the proper place 
and ſeaſon,” where and when the youths ate moſt 
likely to imbibe good principles, if ſeaſonably and 
diſcreetly inculcated? Prov. xxii. 6. 
Parents that ſend children to ſchool may be 
divided into two claſſes, viz. 1. Such as ſend their 
children to ſchool; only to qualify them for buſineſs: 
2. Thoſe who, beſides the above, intend their 
ſpiritual inſtruction, and increaſe of knowledge in 
divine things. 3 3 ; 
Iſt. Some parents ſend their children to ſchool; 
only to qualify them for ſome buſineſs, that they 
may be able to gain a livelihood in the world, 
which is fo far right in itſelf; but they did entirely 
neglect the great concern of their children's 
falvation while under their care; even if a word of 
prayer, or godly converſation would ſave their 
children from eternal ruin. There are fome 
parents whoſe children can tell them in their faces, 
that they never heard this much from them: If 
* N D000 
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not ſo, whence is it that we find many coming to 
ſchools who can ſpeak and act wiſely about other 
matters, and cannot tell who made them, or for 
what purpoſes. 


- 


Now, ſuch parents are wholly fatisfied that the 


teacher ſhould follow the ſame ſteps with themſelves 
in this woful neglect! I wiſh the number of ſuch 


parents were fewer in our generation. than it is: 
dut the contrary is not the leaſt ground of the 


Lord's controverſy with us this day. 


Now, the teacher gets theſe poor neglected 
children, (poor indeed, 2 born heirs to a2 


crown, while ſuch!) under his tuition, with a 
diſcretionary power, to uſe them not only as pupils, 
but in ſome reſpects as children, while under his 
inſpection; and thereby a noble opportunity is put 
into his hand, to make up, in ſome meaſure, that 
which was lacking in the parent's duty; and ſo 
glorify God, help to forward poor neglected babes 
in the way to Emmanuel's land, and, at the ſame 
pics fulfil a piece of duty as truly incumbent upon. 

im, as the care of his flock is upon the miniſter. 


And, by the faithful diſcharge of this, with the reſt 


of his duty, he ſhall have the more peace at a dyin 
hour, and the neglect of this the contrary, unleſs 
conſcience be then aſleep. . ES 
For though it be Jewovan's prerogative only 
to regenerate and quicken a dead ſoul, (or a ſoul 
dead in ſin,) yet he commonly effectuates this by 
the uſe. of means, and this of early inſtruction 
among the reſt ; whereof inſtances may be given 
in eee „ oh 5 
But, on the other hand, if the teacher wholly 


neglects this part of his duty, then he joins wit 
the cruel parents of theſe neglected young ones, in 


murdering their precious ſouls, and confirming 
them in downright Atheiſm ; ſo, when theſe children 
come to years, their. fouls being neglected by 

5 ä | Parent 


* 1 | 
parents and teachers, how hard is it to bring them 
to a ſenſe of what is ſpiritual? yea, they are ready 
to look upon theſe things only as prieſt-erait ; and 
O how fearful muſt the conſequence of this. be to 
both ſides! 0 5 
- 2dly. But, with reſpect to the children of ſuch 
parents as have been in duty to them while under 5 2 
their inſpection, the obligation is no leſs binding 
to inſtruct them farther in the principles and practice 
of religion, and the encouragement is ſtill more 
than in the former caſe. For theſe will commonl. 
be more tame and docile; and it is defireable to 
build upon a well-laid foundation. But, if the 
pious inſtruction begun by parents to their: children 
at home, be not proſecuted while at ſchool, the 
pious parent's pains and future expectation may be 
much fruſtrated, at leaſt for a time; for it is 

more natural to children to learn vice than virtue, 
eſpecially when they come among a croud of poor 
neglected creatures for want of proper inſtruction: 
Then they are ready to forget the former impreſſions - 
received from their pious parent's. precepts and 
example; and who ſhall bear the weight of this, 
but the negligent teacher ? 152 
Now for preventing the above dangers, though I. 
am far from pretending to preſcribe rules to others, 
as I have more need to be taught than to teach; 
yet having the experience of upwards of 50 years 
of the following method, which the Lord was 
pleaſed in ſome meaſure to bleſs, I humbly preſume 
to mention it here, while I lament the neglect of EET 
ſuch endeavours in many ſeminaries of learning. IS 
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I. Befides the duty incumbent upon all teachers 
of ſchools, to begin and end their publick work 
with prayer, if not twice, at leaſt once a week, 
(and that moſt properly on Saturday before they 
diſmiſs,) to call up all their ſcholars, ranking them 

1 x. round 
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„ I. 0-Y 
round ihe houſe, in the order of their claſſes: 
And, having charged them to a grave behaviour, 
to begin. with the loweſt claſs, propoſing queſtion- 
wiſe, at a time, a few of the fundamenta principles 
of our Chriſtian doctrines. And firſt of all, the 
being, unity of eſſence, and trinity of perſons of 
the adorable God-head ; for he that cometh to 
6 God, muſt believe that he is,“ Heb. xi. Wo 


II. Not to propoſe but two or three of theſe 
_ queſtions at a time to the young ones, and that in 
the ſhorteſt and plaineſt manner poſlible, leſt their 
tender minds be over. burdened, and ſo hate this 
exerciſc. 5 


III. To aſk the ſame aneſlins at Fa FS OR 

diets, till they exaQly repeat them; and when one 
cannot anſwer, then to aſcend * the next, from 
one to another round, till ſome anſwer right; and 
then to come back With this anſwer to them that 
wanted it, commanding the attention of all, till 
theſe queſtions be well rivetted on FRE minds; ; 
and then go on to athers. | 


IV. In a throng beck, where ſeveral know 
theſe ſhort queſtions, while the maſter aſks theſe at 
the little ones, to turn now and then, with a word 


of improvement upon ſuch queſtions, to thoſe more 
advanced, both to prevent their wearying to hear 


often what they know already, and to improve 
their memory, while the maſter is going through 
the little ones. For example, while he aſks a 
queſtion about the creation, to ſpeak a word 


touching the almighty. power, and infinite wiſdom 


of God, &c. who made all things of nothing by a 


fimple word, in ſix days, (and might, in a moment,) 


and conſequentiy the happineſs of thoſe who ſhall 
be found faithful and obedient to his commands, 
and 
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L 26 J: | 
and the miſcry.of thoſe who are not ſo.  And.wh 
the creation of man is ſpoken of, ' to. ſhew that the 
ſoul is the man, and not the body, Gen. ii. 7. 
« Man became a living: Joul.” And, as. cyery 
living thing muſt have its proper food, ſo muſt the 
ſoul, elſe it muſt periſh, and ſo of other points, 
ſnewing them in their Bibles pertinent proofs for 
theſe things, enjoining them to commit ſuch paſſages 
to their memory. | 


V. After they can give a tolerable account of 
plain queſtions concerning God and the creation, 
to lead them on gradually, teaching them the 
happy eſtate in which man was made, his miſery 
by the fall, and God's amazing love in providing 
an able Saviour for ſinners, when lying in their 
blood, Ezek. xvi. 6. then pointing out to them, 
(ſtill queſtion-wiſe,) Chriſt's, incarnation, nature, 
and offices, in his twofold. eſtate. The nature, 
condition, and ſeals of the two covenants... I 
way of a ſinner's juſtification. by faith in the doing, 
ſufferings, death, reſurrection, and. interceſſion of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And finally, of death, the 
reſurrection, and judgement of the great day. Here 
occaſion may be taken, now and then, to. keg of 
heaven, under the notion of the greateſt preferment, 
the ſweeteſt delicacies, and all the fineſt things that 
children are taken up with, in a dialect ſuitable to 
their capacity; and likewiſe of hell, under the 
notion of fire, and the greateſt torment. That 


heaven is the reward of obedience, though given 


as a free gift on Chriſt's. account; and that hell is 
the real proper wages df fin, yea, the minuteſt fin, 
according to law and juſtice, Rom. vi. 23. 


Vl. In che courſe of ſcholars reading the Bible, 
vhen they meet with promiſes. for obedience, ſuch 


»> me 


as, ** I loye them that love me, and thoſe: that ſeek 
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are liable to, to f. 
enforce the impreſſion of this upon their minds; 


| K ws 
me early "ſhall find me,“ Prov. viii. 17. and 
threatenings againſt ſin, eſpecially ſuch as children 


-a word now and then, to 


enjoining them to get theſe ſcriptures by heart at 
conveniency, which will by no means hinder their 
proper work, if done briefly and with diſcretion, 
malle 


VII. To be at ſome pains to teach them their 


duty towards God and man. And firſt of all, the 
duty of prayer: And in doing this, it is not enough, 
(at leaſt to ſome, ) to bid them in general pray, and 
be good boys and girls; but folemnly to engage 


ſuch as are come to years of diſcretion, in this or 
the like manner, firſt, to enquire at each, the firſt _ 


diet of catechizing after their 'entry, whether they 
ever prayed before or not; charging them ſolemnly, 
(but with the greateſt affection and tenderneſs,) 
not to lie in this matter, ſuch being a lie unto God, 
with a witneſs. And if their anſwer be negative, 
then to tell them the danger of prayerleſs perſons, 
from ſuch ſcriptures as this, The wicked ſhall be 


turned into heil, and all the nations that forget 


* God,” Pal. ix. 17. in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
taking their promiſe to begin that very night, 


without more delay; withal, giving them proper 


directions in the matter and manner of this duty. 
And, at the ſubſequent diet, to aſk if they performed 


their promiſe, with the ſame meekneſs and tender- - 
"neſs whereby they were firſt engaged. And if their 
anſwer be poſitive, then to require ſome proofs of 
their aflertion, ſuch as time, place, poſture, &c. 


And for the maſter's further ſatisfaction in this, to 


enquire at comrades, or ſome members of the 


Fa 


mily where they reſide, (when this can be done,) 


whether ſuch went about their duty, or not. For 
though they ought to be directed to all poſſible 


ſecrecy 


l 


ſecrecy in this duty, yet ſome ma obſerve whether 


they go about it or not. But if their anſwer be ſtill,” 


negative, or if at other diets any of the children 
own a total or partial neglect of this duty; (as 
they ought frequently to be examined anent this,) 

then the maſter mult take care, not to ſtorm or 
_ threaten in this, as he muſt do in other caſes, leſt 
otherwiſe he may force them to lie, inſtead of 
telling the truth; but only uſe ſuch arguments from 
the word as beſt ſuit their capacity; for the loving 
method is God's way, and ought to be ours; 


though, in ſome caſes, we mult act ſcemingly. 


otherways, when this is neceſſary. 


VIII, It would be proper alſo, at convenient. 
times, to call them one by one into à private 
room, and in the moſt affeQionate manner ta 


exhort them not to be aſhamed; then cauſing 
each to kneel down, and uſe their ordinary method 


in praying; and if they do tolerably well, then to 


encourage them, as prudence will direct: But if 


the fault be general among them, then, in the next 
diet of catechizing, to obſerve and explain the 
impropriety, and give proper directions, and to 
notice afterwards what ſucceſs their cautions and 
directions have had. , _ 4 

I know that ſome will object here, that if 
children were taught a platform of prayer, it would 
prevent all this trouble, and would be more proper 
and decent eyery way. In anſwer to which, 1 105 7 
that when the maſter engageth one to pray who 


cannot read, that he ought to lay before him 


ſome proper expreſſions, or form, in few words, 
eſpecially to plead for the Spirit of grace and 
ſupplication ; pointing out for their encouragement 
ſuch promiſes as that in Luke xi. 13,—* How much 
„ more ſhall your heavenly. Father give the holy 
Spirit to them that aſk him? and ſuch like; 5 


A — !: — en 
1 —- -4 1 


— —_—_ : 
9 REL 75 


E 


And for ſuck ſchelarg as can read; they ought 


now, aud then to read forms ok prayer, and from 
this, and hearing others pray, they may learn both 


4 proper method and exprefſion' in prayer.” But 
long and ſad experience ſhews, that when children 
at firſt learn a platform of prayer, many of them 
content: themſelves all their days with repeating a 
gingle of words, without any mote concern for 
what they ſay: And therefore, once more, I think 
that not only children, but any who are enjoined to 
pray, ſhould be exhorted never to uſe any expreſſion 
in prayer but what they ' underſtand themſelves, 


' agreeable to 1 Cor. xiv. 15. It ſeems to me ſtrange, 


that any ſhould be fatisfied, when they addreſs 
the Almighty, with pronouncing words that they 
underſtarid not. And if any object, that whether 
children' pray extempore, or by a form, they do. 
not underſtand what they ſay in prayer: I anſwer, 
that they are in the place of learning this while at 
ſchool,; and if they wait ſome Jeers attending 
ſchool, atid go away F of what they ſay in 
prayer, it is partly, if not wholly owing to the 
negligence of the teacher. 1 ahs 


IX. To inſtruct them in their duty concerning 


the obſervation of the Lord's day, as being not 


only peremptorily commanded, with a memientd to 
keep it holy, but alſo, as a badge and a ſign to 
diſtinguiſh between nominal and real Chriſtians, 
Exod. xxxi. 13, — 18. For unleſs there be a tender 
inward and outward regard to ſanctify this day, 
with a ſerious endeavour” to be in the Spirit on the 
Lord's day, the profeſſion of religion is otherwiſe 
much to be ſuſpected. And therefore children are 
to be taught, not only to refrain from their 


| ordinary recreations, but to ſpend this day in the 
moſt profitable exerciſes that can be expected from 


children. And becauſe of the natural averſion that 
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all unrenewed perſons have to ſpiritual exerciſes; 
it is proper to direct children to various exerciſes; 


ſo that their duties may be, as it were, a ſpiritual 
recreation, and not a burden to them. And for 


this end, to cauſe them, after their morning prayer; 
to read a portion of ſcripture ; then to get by heart 
the proper ſcriptures recommended to them on 


Saturday; and next repeat the Shorter Catechiſm; 


or learn what they want of it. And while they are 
at church, if poſſible, that their maſter's eye may 


be upon them, being before directed to ſit with 
gravity and compoſure, attending heedfully to what 


the miniſter ſays, following him in ſinging, read- 


ing, and, citing ſcriptures, with their Bibles in 
their hands; and to call them to an account on 
the Monday, what they can remember of the dif- 
courſe. To caution them alſo againſt any idle un- 


profitable talk on the Lord's day, ſhewing them, 


that if we muſt give an account of idle words in 


general, Matth. xii. 36. how much more on the 


Lord's day, when we are diſcharged to “ ſpeak 
«© our own words, or find our own pleaſure,” Ifa: 
Iviti. 13. 


J. To inculcate all theſe things with the greateſt 
tenderneſs, diſcretion, and parental affection pot- 
ſible: And for this end, the teacher is to uſe all 
means poſſible to gain the love of his pupils; 
(reſerving always his own authority when and 
where it muſt be. uſed.) As this is the ſtrongeſt 
motive to gain. obedience to all ſuperiors, viz. to 
gain firſt the heart and love of their inferiors; 1am 
lure it is no leſs requiſite to teachers: And in 
order to this, ſeverity ſnhould be forborn as much 
as poſſible. But as correction ſometimes muſt be 
uſed, paſſion ſhould be much guarded againſt, leſt 
otherwiſe correction exceed the due bounds, and 
alſo become a very bad example to the young ns 
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But when mildneſs is for ordinary uſed, whenever 


the teacher muſt correct, it will appear that he is 
forced to it for his pupil's good, rather than by 


humour or inclination. But the tenderneſs I ſpeak 


of here, is, in a ſpecial manner, to be uſed in 
giving the above inſtruction, as we know from 
experience how eaſy it is to ſcar even the adult 
from their own, good by harſh meaſures, eſpecially 
ſuch as are ſtrangers. to the life and power of 
godlineſs; but much more children. For this 
end, it would be no loſs to teachers, to be affable 
and cheerful, which nowiſe contradicts the modeſty 
and decency becoming their character. And thus 
to teach their pupils, not only by precept, but alſo 
by example, the beautiful medium between fooliſh 
levity and four moroſity; and that religion is, not 
ſuch a melancholy thing as the world takes it to be, 
tor © her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
© paths are peace,” Prov. iii. 17. 


Now, aſter what I have faid on this ſubject, 
foreſee ſeveral objections ſtarting againſt it, ſuck 
a8, 


Obj. I. What is ſaid here, would be enough to 
Wer A both maſter and ſcholars, and therefore 
better let it alone. | | 


Anſ. 1 own indeed, there are many things here 
propoſed ;- but if the huſbandman, yea, and every 
man of buſineſs, would reaſon after this manner, 
they might, with the builders of, Babel, throw 
away their tools, and give up with their work: But 
the Lord, who teacheth man to order his affairs 
with diſcretion; will direct in the faithful under- 
taking and managing of this, ſo that it may be a 
piegiues: Weber 5 a burden. | 
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05. I. School- hours ought to be employed only 
in teaching ſcholars their proper leſſons; and it 
would be injurous both to ſcholars, and to thoſe 
that ſend them, to deprive them of that time 
allotted for their learning. 

_  Anſ, Town indeed, it would be very injurious 
to deprive ſcholars of the time dedicated for their 
work; beſides, to ſpend too much of their time in 
the above exerciſe, would be quite to marr the 
very defign propoſed. But a quarter of an hour 
once a week, (which is ſuſficient for this exerciſe, 
as it returns weekly,) is ſo far from injuring 
ſcholars in their learning, that, if this ſhort time 
be diſcreetly managed, it will be beneficial to them 
in many reſpects. And it would be thought, that 


parents, who were ſo anxious to get baptiſm to 


their children when infants, would not grudge a 
quarter of an hour to advance the very end of 
their baptiſm, Eph. vi. 4. Much leſs would it be 
thought, that teachers, (who are honoured to 
be members in their own ſphere of that ſociety 
appointed to promote religion,) would ' grudge 


to beſtow a little of their time and talents that 


Way. . 


O57. III. But ſome may ſay, that they are not 
to act the miniſter, or catechiſt, but will leave 


this to thoſe whoſe province it is to look after 


ſuch things. 


Anſ. The huſbandman and the tradeſman are 


to follow their proper buſineſs through the day, 


and yet, at certain times, they are, and ought to 
be, as miniſters and catechiſts in their own families. 
All the women of Iſrael in the wildernefs, whoſe 
hearts ſtirred them up in wiſdom, ſpun goats-hair 


for the tabernacle, Exod. xxxv. 26. This was but 
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a ſmall compliment to ſuch an excellent fabric; yet 
it was a part of the work. And it was their 


wiſdom and honour to contribute what lay in their 
power to this work. And, I am ſure, it is no lets 
the honour, and, I would think, the pleaſure of 
teachers, to imitate our glorious Redeemer, in 
helping to lead the blind in the 2 that bg do 
not KNOW. N 


Obz. IV. To what purpoſe is this wack with 
young children that cannot underſtand theſe ſublime 
things? it is rather a profanation of them to cauſe 


children repeat and mention Wem till er come 


to yeary- 


Arſe Solomon was of another opinion, Prov. 
xxii. 6. And if it be idle or dangerous to cauſe 


children to learn the principles of the Chriſtian 
religion when young, then it follows, that it is ſo 


to cauſe or allow them to read ſacred things. What 
knowledge has a child beginning to learn the 
alphabets? yet he makes very good progreſs in a 
ſhort time. And, on the other hand, we ſee many 
with gray hairs, yea trembling for very age, who 
are as ignorant as heathens, becauſe no 0 were 
taken on them when young. 

J have heard lately a lamentable ſtory of a poor 
man, who addreſſed my author thus, “ Man, is 
*© there any truth in theſe ſtories which they tell 
* about God, heaven, &c. for my part I never 
< gave credit to any ſuch thing?” My author, (an 
literate man,) replied and made uſe of arguments 
taken from the work of creation, &c. till the poor 
man was brought under ſome conviction, and ſaid, 
Wo is me then, for I never heard ſo much 
t ſpoken before of theſe things :” And what was 
this owing to but the want of early inſtruction? -- 


Oh 


ES 
Obj. V. There was much pains taken on many 
young ones, who proved naught afterwards. 


Anſ. J am ſorry that this charge is too true, yet 


we ſhould be thankful that it is not univerſally ſo; 
for many had, and ſtill have cauſe to bleſs the Lord 


for early inſtruction. Timothy. from a child knew 
the holy ſcriptures, 2 Tim. iii. 15. not ſo much by 
inſpiration, (I humbly think,) as by ordinary early 
inſtruction. * u to3] Bid) 0322156 
Though we ſhould” not ſee, for the time, more 


than the decent moral behaviour which commonly, 
though not always attends early inſtruction; it is 
ſo far deſirable. But even though this ſnould not 


immediately follow, yet, if not to-day, power take 
hold of ſuch afterwards, they will find their early 
inſtruction of great advantage to them, however 
long neglected; of which we have many inſtances 
on record. And if the pains taken on them be 
finally flighted, it will ſtand as a witneſs on the 


Lord's fide, to heighten their condemnation, Prov, 


i. 24, Pſal. l. 16, 17. 


7 VI. Some of thoſe who are concerned here, 


may ſay, that their ſchools are ſo throng and 


numerous, that it is impoſſible for them to go 


through a courſe of weekly catechizing in their 
ſchools. | | 


Anſ. It is true, that ſome, (though comparatively 
the feweſt,) have this to object; but, it is as true 
again, that whatever we are willing to perform, we 
ſurmount many difficulties to attain our end. But 


to come to the point, there is no maſter but 


ought and muſt have that authority over his ſcholars 
as to command them to ſtand up in as regular a 


manner as he can, and to take a claſs or two at 


a diet, and ſo go on, from time to time, as he 
can 
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can overtake; and, at each diet, give general 
exhortations and directions. But wiſdom and 
faithfulneſs are neceſſary to direct here. 


O5). VII. Some may further ſay, chat they will 
not be confined to ſuch platforms, but will take 


their own method. 


Anſ. Many eminent miniſters, and others equal. 
zealous for their Maſter's work, have differed muc 
in the method of carrying it on; ſo, let the method 
be what it will, if the great end, viz. God's glory, 
and the good of precious ſouls, be ſtill in view, it 
will yield great peace in the end, and will not 
readily want ſome ſucceſs in due time. 
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ſchools in this land, where the voice of prayer is 


not heard from one week to another, through the 


whole year. There are indeed ſome ſchools where 
prayer is heard only once or twice a week, and 
that is all. But we have cauſe to bleſs the Lord, 
that there are many faithful teachers in our country, 
who would not, for any gain or prefertnent, be 
uilty of this ſinful and ſhameful omiſſion. 'O! my 
28 friends, if ever you have taſted of the ſweets 
neſs and joy of communion with God in prayer, 
will you not recommend the ſame to your pupils by 
your precept and example? Forbid that any of 
you ſhould be of thefe mentioned, Pſal. x. 4. who 
through pride of countenance ſeek not after God. 
I cannot imagine any pretence that can hinder | 
a teacher to pray a few minutes, morning and 
evening, in his ſchool. If he be not capable to 
perform this duty, he ought not to be a teacher : 
But if he has a gift of prayer, can he improve it 
better for the time, than to pray before his ſcholars, 
not only to implore the divine bleſſing upon his 


labours, but alſo to ſhow a good example to 
them ? | 


Some perhaps may object, that it is not proper 
to take up ſchool-hours with any thing but learning. 
I ſay with the objector, that to be too tedious in 
locial prayer, eſpecially in ſchools, is not proper; 
but a few minutes in earneſt prayer cannot much 
interrupt the work of the day, but rather further 
it. | 


Perhaps a miniſter may aſk ſome of your pupils, 
when they {et out in the world, Do you pray ro 


The anſwer may be, “No; for we never heard 
| our 
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tc our father or maſter pray.“ What ſhall be 
the conſequence of this: Vou are accountable 
to men for the manner of teaching arts and ſciences, 
and your faithfulneſs therein. You go before them 
in all theſe, ſhowing them how and what they 
ought to do: But, ſhall there be no enquiry made 
hereafter, what pains you take to qualify them for 
the eternal world? O! that all theſe things were 
laid to heart in time, ere it be too late. 93 


The unworthy writer often prayed for a bleſſing 
to follow theſe feeble hints. And now he concludes, 
earneſtly praying, that the Lord may bleſs the 
peruſal of theſe lines unto all that are concerned 
therein. Amen. | | 
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THE END. 
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